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Pandemic,
Post-growth and design
Continued - Issue 52
of Azimuts magazine
It is against the background of an unprecedented
situation that Azimuts magazine published by ESADSE
(Saint-Étienne Higher School of Art and design) invited
researchers to talk about their work and thinking in this
issue. Within and outside of their usual frameworks
and fields of investigation, they document a sensitive
and critical perception of a reality on hold due to the
pandemic.
The virus, along with its global representation
and voracious appetite for human populations, taken
as pretexts for experimenting with collective forms
for recording and analysing social and cultural
processes vectorised as a result of the pandemic,
is the central focus of this issue.
The collection of experiments linked to Covid 19
creates a corpus that models and analyses this
global experience, where daily life seems both to be
exempt from any common rules and yet to draw
on some radical principles.
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An ad hoc editorial process
The researchers on the CyDRe (the Design Research
Cycle at ESADSE), led by Cuban Ernesto Oroza, are
joined by leading figures from a variety of fields:
Yann Philippe Tastevin, anthropologist at the CNRS,
Lionel Cordier, researcher in political science, Émilie
Girard, Scientific Director of the Mucem, Tiphaine
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Kazi-Tani, researcher
at ESADSE, Gean Moreno,
Director of ICA Miami and Art+Research Center in
Miami, the disnovation.org, collective and Nicolas Nova,
anthropologist-researcher.
A publication unique in its form and graphic
approach
La Cabane
At the instigation
of guest graphic designer Juliette Nier,
the magazine’s design has been radically
recast to fit the methodology. Azimuts no. 52 consists
of 4 print components: a booklet containing texts,
accounts, essays, etc., a tabloid larger than the Azimuts
magazine itself containing the corpus of 239 descriptions
of press reports
opinion pieces, a wraparound band
La and
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and a sticker.
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Technical information
Azimuts no 52
Ed. : Cité du design/Esadse
Author: Ernesto Oroza (compiled by) 250 pages –
18 euros
Graphic design: CyDRe, Benoit Verjat, disnovation.org
and Juliette Nier
About d’Azimuts
A design research magazine founded in Saint-Étienne
in 1991, Azimuts occupies a unique place in the design
publishing landscape. It constitutes, all at the same time,
a place for reflection, discussion and criticism on designrelated issues, a testing ground for high-level graphic
experimentation and research, as well as a medium
for highlighting the work done by the students on the
ESADSE Design Research Cycle (CyDRe). The bilingual
- French/English -, biannual publication celebrates its
30th anniversary in spring 2021.
It is distributed in France and abroad in bookshops
specialising in art, architecture and design.
About ESADSE
ESADSE (Saint-Étienne Higher School of Art and Design)
occupies a special place on the art school scene. As a
School focused on creation, ESADSE’s training offer is
centred on two singular but complementary disciplines:
art and design. The courses offered encourage a
dialogue and the development of synergies between
the two strands in response to the major social and
economic transformations taking place in our societies.
These two complementary five-year programmes provide
students with a rich palette of creative and professional
skills. At ESADSE, a higher education institution under
the supervision of the Ministry of Culture and directed
by designer Eric Jourdan, the teaching is provided by
staff who are all recognised, active professionals: artists,
designers, writers, historians and philosophers.
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