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After a successful initial experimental period from 
2021 to 2024, the Cabane du design is getting a 
makeover and a new identity: La Cabane. 

It was closed on 1 July 2024 for an extensive 
renovation funded by Saint-Étienne Métropole. 
The new version will be officially inaugurated on 
Thursday 18 September 2025, to tie in with France 
Design Week 2025, opening its doors to the public 
on Saturday 20 September.

Originally designed as a space open to all and free 
of charge where youngsters could discover design, 
today La Cabane is reasserting that vocation 
in a revamped, enhanced version: reconfigured 
workshops, new spaces on a mezzanine, 
new furniture... It offers a welcoming space for 
families and young visitors, one that lends itself 
to discovery, experimentation and conviviality, 
while encouraging children's autonomy and informal 
learning.

To mark its reopening, La Cabane is offering an 
enriched programme of workshops and an interactive 
exhibition, UTOPOP. This rebirth ties in perfectly 
with the  transformation of Cité du design quarter, 
marking a key stage in the major urban renovation 
project being implemented by Saint-Étienne 
Métropole.
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Nestling in the heart of the Cité du design, La Cabane is 
a 350 sqm space dedicated to a sensory, playful approach 
to design entirely tailored for children. After a year-long 
metamorphosis, this one-of-a-kind place is ready to unveil 
its completely redesigned spaces.

A fun experience 
La Cabane embodies the 
educational and inclusive 
component of the Cité 
du design. It offers an 
immersive experience centred 
on observation, play and 
experimentation. Its workshops 
encourage manipulation, 
creativity and autonomy, making 
design accessible from a very 
young age. It offers self-
directed workshops, exhibitions 
and activities enabling children 
to explore shapes, objects, 

materials, uses, the living 
world… and to question the 
world around them. Children  
are invited to take an intuitive 
dive into the world of design and 
making things.

A convivial, welcoming place for 
families and groups
Free to use without booking, La 
Cabane is mainly targeted at 
families,  
children and groups. With its 
reading nook, garden, café 
area and a set of workshops, 
exhibition and seating areas, 
it invites children from age 
3 and over into a reassuring, 
stimulating space where they 
can explore design in a warm, 
friendly atmosphere. 
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With its programme and its new 
configuration, La Cabane plans 
to host more nursery school 
classes outside its normal 
opening hours and to propose 
activities targeted at infants 
and toddlers (0-3 years).  
Thanks to its new education 
room, it can also host school 
groups in a space specifically 
designed for them 

A redesigned, enhanced space
With a new organisation for the 
permanent workshops focused 
on shapes and materials, 
the arrival of two brand new 
workshops devoted to graphics 
and industry, the creation of 
a modular space that can be 
used alternately for activities 
for toddlers or for temporary 
exhibitions of work by young 
graduates of the art and design 
school, Ésad-Saint-Étienne,  

and finally an education room 
for groups on the mezzanine, it 
is therefore a much enhanced 
version of La Cabane that is 
reopening, one designed to 
attract even more visitors than 
before.

La Cabane © Saint-Étienne Métropole, Agence De Sousa

"Experimenting with design means taking a deep dive into 
the process of creation that draws on the imagination 
and sensory experience. At La Cabane, children are in-
vited to take account of uses and know-how to discover 
new processes and new ways of doing things and creating 
links. The cosy, friendly atmosphere of the venue makes 
families feel at home, so that they feel free to experi-
ment at their own pace, according to their desires and 
sensibilities."

Laurence Salmon 
Director of Artistic and Cultural Development,  
EPCC Cité du design–Ésad Saint-Étienne
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motion

4 La Cabane – Cité du design
Press pack  
September 2025

Education, identity and a changing quarter
Thanks to an ambitious renovation project, La Cabane 
is reinventing itself in every way possible: a redesigned 
layout and facilities, educational innovations, a new visual 
identity... An initiative of Saint-Étienne Métropole, this 
project embodies a comprehensive vision where every 
detail – everything from the furniture to the scenography 
and including the targeting of a wider audience – is 
designed to help shape the future of a place that is 
resolutely focused on creativity and inclusion.

A renovation to enhance  
an educational project
Planned and funded by Saint-
Étienne Métropole, the 
transformation of La Cabane – 
initially designed with designers 
Laure and Sébastien Philibert 
(Escale Design) – was entrusted 
to two agencies, De Sousa and 
Atelier des Vergers. The aim was 
to adapt the scenography, the 
furniture and the visitor paths 
to new uses and visitor needs. 
All of the work undertaken, 
including the different 
technical improvements (ceiling, 
acoustics, electricity, etc.) has 
been carried out with a view 
to La Cabane's presence as a 
long-term fixture in building 244 
Ouest at the Cité du design. 

A great deal of in-depth work 
has also been done by the 
facilitation department of the 
EPCC Cité du design-Ésad 
Saint-Étienne to refresh the 
educational approach and the 
content on offer based on its 
observations of the way La 
Cabane has been used since it is 
opened in 2021.

A milestone in the 
transformation du Cité du 
design quarter
The reopening of La Cabane 
is an integral part of the 
metamorphosis of the Cité 
du design quarter, a major 
project led by Saint-Étienne 
Métropole. It precedes the 
arrival of the Galerie Nationale 
du Design, which is due to open 
in June 2026, and forms part 
of an ambitious urban vision 
where design interacts with 
the public space, innovation 
and daily life. On the occasion 
of its reopening, La Cabane is 
adopting the new visual identity 
developed for the quarter by 

studio vu-huu and unveiled at 
the beginning of the Biennale 
Internationale Design Saint-
Étienne 2025.

An immersive, poetic  
scenography
The new scenography has been 
designed as an invitation to 
explore the world of design 
through five workshops, each 
one dedicated to a different 
facet of the jobs involved in 
design and to understanding 
the role of the designer. It thus 
offers a rich and stimulating 
immersion in the creative 
universe. The layout of the 
space has been designed to 
resemble an open game board, 
one that is sober and silent, in 
neutral tones, so as facilitate 
the playing out of design 
practices. Each workshop, 
identified by a specific colour, 
becomes a lively, easily readable 
landmark, encouraging discovery, 
especially for children, and 
highlighting the diversity of 
different approaches to design. 
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The works at a glance
Cost of the operation (studies and works): €1,170,000 incl. VAT
Contracting authority: Saint-Étienne Métropole
Contracting authority assistance: Cap Métropole
Main contractor: Atelier des Vergers
Heritage architect: Méopia
Designer-scenographer: Julien De Sousa Design
Economist: CM
BE Structure : BOST Ingénierie
Utilities engineering consultants: CLEMATIS
Acoustics consultants: ECHO acoustique
Building control agency: Apave
H&S coordinator: Qualiconsult
Site management: William Villaréale
Urban site management: Ingérop
Operations: Cité du design-Ésad Saint-Étienne

About the architects  
and the designer…

Atelier des Vergers
Architecture firm   
Atelier des Vergers was  
founded by Aline Duverger, 
Vincent Daniere and Louison 
Thiam, who were joined by 
Hortense Meley in 2021. For 
30 years, the firm has been 
exploring the possibilities of 
a sustainable contemporary 
architecture in a dialogue with 
the landscape and based on 
construction principles that 
make the most of contractors' 
know-how and allow for high 
energy efficiency. It proposes 
contemporary design guided by 
environmental issues and the 
need to reuse resources, and 
involves users throughout the 
design phases.
↘ agences.archi/
atelierdesvergers

De Sousa
De Sousa is a general design 
agency created in Loire in 
2009 by Julien De Sousa, who 
graduated from Ésad Saint-
Étienne in 2007. It works on 
projects in fields encompassing 
architecture, scenography, 
furniture and signage, and 
focuses on a participatory 
approach that involves users 
in the design of projects. It 
received an Observeur du Design 
award in 2012 for the "Je 
participe à la renovation de mon 
école" project, the Territoria 
d’or prize 2012 and the Silver 
Éco prize in 2018 for the 
furniture at the Cité des Aînés 
residential care home in Saint-
Étienne.
↘ juliendesousa.com

"Funded by Saint-Étienne Métropole, the renovation 
of La Cabane makes it an even more welcoming and 
stimulating place for children. Its reopening marks a 
key step in the process of turning the old Manufacture 
d’Armes into France's first design quarter, soon to be 
enriched by the Galerie Nationale du Design, a large 
events hall and different new public spaces to form a 
vibrant, open quarter." 

Xavier Chantre 
Director the Cité du design 2025 mission, Saint-Étienne Métropole

La Cabane © Saint-Étienne Métropole, Agence De Sousa
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What goes on in a designer's head? What do they do? How 
do they do it? Why? And for whom? At La Cabane, children 
discover the job of the designer through fun creative 
workshops, either individually or in groups. They explore 
shapes, material and uses, discover the basics of design, 
what a project is and how things are made. The renovation 
of the site was a chance to completely overhaul these 
workshops, with each one illustrating a different aspect 
of design. 

Two workshops offered in two 
versions for different age 
groups
The renovation was an 
opportunity to rethink 
La Cabane's two flagship 
workshops. These are now 
offered in two different 
versions with objects and 
furniture adapted to two 
different age groups: one for 
the under 5s and the other for 
the over 5s. 

The La forme et la fonction 
(Form and Function) workshop 
invites children to explore the 
relationship between form and 
use by assembling modules and 
creating seats with blocks of 
foam. 

The La matière et le projet  
(Material and Project) workshop 
offers a chance to put an idea 
into practice based on a simple 
set of specifications, providing 

an initiation into the creative 
process in design. 

New workshops on offer
The graphics workshop called  
L'esperluette (The Ampersand) 
is a sculpture-workshop 
designed by artist Boris Raux 
which invites children aged 5 
and over to appropriate the new 
visual identity of the Cité du 
design quarter. Using stencils 
representing the pictograms 
and letters designed by studio 
vu-huu, youngsters and adults 
are invited to play, compose and 
assemble freely.
↘ Workshop available until 
31 December 2025.

When it is not being run out in 
schools, the La petite usine 
(The Little Factory) workshop 
invites children aged 11 and 
over to discover the stages and 
actions involved in industrial 
production, while providing an 

initiation into the creative 
thinking that comes before 
any production. This miniature 
production line designed by Post 
Industrial Crafts (PIC), allows 
them to design a paper cup.

La Cabane du vivant (The Cabin 
of Life) allows children as young 
as 3 to discover an aquaponics 
tank and the importance of 
the living world as a source of 
inspiration for designers.
For the reopening, La Cabane du 
vivant will be inviting designer 
Leïla Bouyssou to present her 
Into the wool project, which 
explores forgotten wools 
and uses. The exhibition is 
accompanied by a collective 
felting workshop, which children 
aged 7 and over are free to try.
↘  
Into the wool  exhibition-
workshop running until 31 
December 2025.



Le Labo, a new educational space for La Cabane
La Cabane's new education room is dedicated to hosting practical group workshops, mainly for 
school children and children aged 5 and over outside school hours. Created in collaboration with 
designer Maxence Laubier, a graduate of Ésad Saint-Étienne, the room's furniture is based on 
the principles of the flexible classroom - to offer freedom of movement thanks to seats that 
allow for different postures, thereby deconstructing the traditional classroom environment.
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L'esperluette workshop © Pierre Grasset

La forme et la fonction workshop  
© Fabrice Roure

Machine in the La petite usine workshop 
© Cité du design

Into the wool project © Leïla Bouyssou

La Cabane, plan of the ground floor © Saint-Étienne Métropole, Agence De Sousa



utopop
An exhibition-workshop all about volumes, 
encompassing books, architecture  
and imagination
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From 20 September to 31 December 2025, La Cabane 
will be hosting the UTOPOP project designed by Marion 
Bataille, graphic artist and children's author, and Fanny 
Millard, architect and author. Inspired by the series of 
books of the same name, this exhibition-workshop offers 
families an immersive experience focused on construction, 
the notion of space and collective living.

A fun, intergenerational  
installation
UTOPOP is a construction 
game based on a vocabulary of 
architectural shapes, taking 
the form of little popup books 
(three double pages each), which 
slot together to produce 3D 
structures. 

Based on this publishing 
project, the two designers have 
created a fun intergenerational 
installation where visitors are 
invited to physically experiment 
with the popup volumes, 
to handle the shapes and 
contribute to the construction 
of a collective maze.

Designed for all ages, this 
original system cuts across 
books, architecture and graphic 
design, and is fully in line with 
the approach taken by La 
Cabane: to transmit design by 
handling, imagination and active 
participation.

UTOPOP received a special 
mention from the jury of the 
Académie d’Architecture Prix du 
livre jeunesse 2022.

A project that brings 
together several local cultural 
institutions, covering both 
design and public reading
UTOPOP is part of an original 
new collaboration between the 
Cité du design and a library, the 
Médiathèque Jules Verne de 
La Ricamarie, which initiated 
this exhibition project. It will 
be featured simultaneously 
in both venues. La Cabane 
will also be hosting another 
library on its premises, the 
Médiathèque Carnot, to offer 
a series of workshops for its 
young visitors. This synergy is a 
foretaste of future cooperation 
between the Cité du design 
and the Médiathèque Carnot, 
which will be moving into the 
Cité du design quarter as part 
of Saint-Étienne Métropole's 
urban reconfiguration plans. 
UTOPOP is thus an illustration 
of a shared desire to see cross-
pollination between disciplines, 
to open up cultural venues and 
make design a living tool for 
increasing understanding and 
passing on culture.



Marion Bataille
Marion Bataille was born in Paris 
in 1963 and is an artist, graphic 
artist, paper engineer and writer 
of children's books. Known for 
her innovative popup creations 
combining typography, design 
and narration, she has published 
a number of books that have 
become references,  
including ABC3D or UTOPOP.  
Her work, which has been 
exhibited internationally, is 
also present in numerous public 
collections in France and abroad. 
She makes short films, designs  
exhibitions and runs workshops  
all over the world.
↘ marionbataille.com

Fanny Millard
Fanny Millard was born in Agen 
in 1980 and is an architect and 
artist. She conducts research 
on the notion of space, linked 
to architecture, graphics and 
books. In 2014 she founded an 
association named EXTRA to 
raise public awareness of this 
notion through publications, 
workshops and exhibitions. 
She has won several 
international prizes and has 
developed innovative projects 
such as BASIC SPACE, UPSIDE 
DOWN, MA or UTOPOP, 
combining artistic creation, 
education and publishing. 
↘ fannymillard.fr
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UTOPOP © EXTRA-Marion Bataille, 2025
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La Cabane is one of the facets of the new Cité du design 
quarter. Forming a link between industrial heritage and 
contemporary creation, the Cité du design is at the 
heart of Saint-Étienne's DNA. A place that involves a 
wide variety of actors, it is currently in the midst of a 
major transformation at the instigation of Saint-Étienne 
Métropole, which will see it become France's first design 
quarter in the heart of the country's only UNESCO 
Creative Design City. This project will turn the quarter 
into a sustainable, lively, accessible space where culture, 
innovation, education and business all come together 
and design stimulates creativity on every street corner.

a new  quarter 
emerges
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Esplanade Jacques-Bonnaval at the Cité du design © Saint-Étienne Métropole,  
Buttrfly Illustrations

Cour des Forces Motrices © Saint-Étienne Métropole, Buttrfly Illustrations

A constantly expanding offer
More open to the city, greener 
and more convivial, the Cité du 
design will also have a strong 
tourist and cultural appeal. 
A rich programme of events, 
hotels and restaurants and 
art and design installations in 
the public space will prolong 
the spirit of the Biennale 
Internationale Design Saint-
Étienne for visitors throughout 
the year. In addition to La 
Cabane, the quarter's cultural 
offering will be centred 
on several complementary 
venues and events, either 
existing (La Platine, Biennale 
Internationale Design Saint-
Étienne) or forthcoming (Galerie 
Nationale du Design).

A new visual identity 
Designed by studio vu-huu, 
the Cité du design quarter's 
new graphic identity is inspired 
by the practice of design 
where everything starts 
with a thought, which is then 
translated into a freehand 
sketch before finally becoming 
a reality. The typeface – BVH 
Stef – thus created expresses 
the aesthetics of the line, 
the spontaneity and dynamics 
of the hand movement. Each 
letter has several variations 
suggesting handwriting so 
that it can express different 
personal writing styles. This 
playful toolbox is accompanied 
by a library of pictograms that 
share the same features. 
It illustrates the quarter's 
creativity and diversity. 
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The different facets  
of the quarter

Ésad Saint-Étienne
A renowned school of 
art and design with 400 
students at every level from 
preparatory class to master's, 
as well as  postgraduates, 
all focused on a dialogue 
between knowledge and 
practice.

The Biennale Internationale 
Design Saint-Étienne
The flagship design event 
that highlights contemporary 
creation in a festive atmosphere 
punctuated by exhibitions, 
events, tours, and workshops.

La Platine
A venue with a cultural 
programme built around themed 
exhibitions exploring the latest 
trends in design, monographic 
shows putting the spotlight on 
a new generation of designers 
(Présent >< Futur cycle) and 
offering spaces for facilitation 
and educational activities.

La Cabane
Workshops and exhibitions to 
discover design through play and 
fun.  
↘See pages 4-11.

The Galerie Nationale du Design
A brand new space offering 
an immersion in the history of 
design, due to open in 2026.  
↘See page 15.

La Boutique
Books on design and related 
items, games and objects 
for the whole family, in short 
design gifts and a wide range of 
products linked to the different 
exhibitions.

Tour Observatoire
This iconic architectural feature 
in the quarter will be open 
to visitors every day of the 
year from 2027, giving them a 
landscape-based reading of the 
area's industrial heritage, the 
city and the Cité du design. 

La Halle
A  Biennale Internationale 
Design Saint-Étienne venue and 
space hosting festivals, shows, 
trade fairs and the like all year 
round. Opening in 2026. 

And a set of convivial, 
innovative spaces 
With squares and landscaped 
gardens, an innovative concept 
hotel, bars and restaurants, 
crèches and schools, creative 
companies and a centre for 
innovation through design.

EPCC Cité du design-Ésad Saint-Étienne
A public institution for cultural cooperation (EPCC) in charge of 
training tomorrow's designers and providing a cultural offering in 
the quarter aimed at every type of audience to anchor design at 
the heart of society thanks to its cultural dissemination activities 
(exhibitions, events, publications, etc.)
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the galerie 
nationale du 
design
Merging the great national design collections and bringing 
them to the widest possible audience: that is the mission 
of the Galerie Nationale du Design, which will be opening in 
Saint-Étienne in 2026.
A cultural project  
that unites and shines
A joint initiative of the EPCC 
Cité du design – Ésad Saint-
Étienne and the Musée d’Art 
Moderne et Contemporain 
de Saint-Étienne Métropole 
(MAMC+), this project is 
being developed in partnership 
with some major cultural 
institutions: Centre National 
des Arts Plastiques, Musée 
National d’Art Moderne – 
Centre Pompidou, Musée 
des Arts Décoratifs  

et du Design de Bordeaux,  
Frac Grand Large-Hauts-de-
France and MAMC+. Other 
national design collections will 
also contribute to different 
exhibitions, for example the 
Musée des Arts Décoratifs, the 
Mobilier National and the Musée 
de la Ville de Saint-Quentin-en-
Yvelines will be partnering the 
first exhibition.

An immersion in the  
history of design
The scientific management of 
Galerie has been entrusted to 
the MAMC+. Guest curators 
will take turns to put together 
annual exhibitions that will 
tell the story of and question 
design in all its multiple facets 
by drawing on the partner 
collections. The first three 
exhibitions will be curated by 
Laurence Mauderli (2026), 
Chantal Prod’Hom (2027) and 
Marie Pok (2028).

Galerie Nationale du Design, exhibition hall © Saint-Étienne Métropole, SILT architectes, 
Piotr Banak
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the creative 
district
Saint-Étienne Métropole's plan to transform the Cité du 
design places it at the heart of a more extensive Creative 
District, a centre of life, creativity and innovation.
Events with a national and 
international reach
The Creative District is home to 
a rich ecosystem encompassing 
art and culture, business 
and technology. The Cité du 
design will also play a dynamic 
role in this district, which 
already hosts events with an 
international reach and boasts 
top-level facilities such as Le 
Zénith, La Comédie-Centre 
dramatique national and Le Fil- 
Scène de Musiques Actuelles. 

A thriving ecosystem 
A significant centre for 
education and research, with 
Ésad Saint-Étienne and the 
Manufacture  Campus of 
Jean Monnet University and 
their 2,500 students and 
300 researchers, is being 
developed in the Creative 
District alongside a centre for 
technological innovation and the 
creative industries.  
The synergies between 
institutional, economic, 

academic and cultural actors 
in  the Creative District are 
structuring a rich and dynamic 
ecosystem. These collective 
efforts enabled Saint-Étienne 
to become one of the 25 sites 
chosen (out of 138 candidates) 
for the first phase of a 
national scheme entitled "Pôles 
territoriaux des industries 
culturelles et créatives", backed 
by France 2030.
↘ design.saint-etienne-
metropole.fr
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3, rue Javelin Pagnon
42000 Saint-Étienne

Opening hours
Tuesday to Sunday  
10 am to 12.30 pm and 1.30 to 6 pm
Closed on Mondays, public holidays  
and on 24 December.

Rates
Full rate: €6
Reduced rate: €4.50
Guided tour: €2 supplement

Guided tours
Saturdays and Sundays at 3 pm
School holidays:
Tuesdays and Fridays at 3 pm 
Duration: 1 hour
Book online

Free Flash visits
1st Sunday in the month 
11 and 11.30 am 
2.30, 3.30 and 4.30 pm
Duration: 30 min
Admission free, places limited

Until 21 September 2025

Extension of three of the main features 
of the 13th Biennale Internationale 
Design Saint-Étienne
Free admission on 20 and 21 September 
2025 (European Heritage Days)

• Qui êtes-vous Raymond Guidot
Curator and scenographer:  
Nestor Perkal

En relief, créer en Arménie
Curators: Nairi Khatchadourian, Jean-
François Dingjian and Eloi Chafaï

I Hear Voices
An immersive sound installation by 
artist Nadia Lauro.  
Production: Centre Pompidou
Free admission

From 7 November 2025 to 1 March 
2026

Catalogue des objets trouvés
Curator and scenographer:  
Stefania di Petrillo

Présent >< Futur no 4,  
En mouvement, David Dubois
Curator and scenographer:  
David Dubois 

Vernissage 6 November 2025 at 6 pm

5, rue Javelin Pagnon 
42000 Saint-Étienne

Opening hours
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
4 to 6 pm 
Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday
2 to 6 pm 
School holidays:
Wednesday to Sunday  
2 to 6 pm

Location
Free admission for children over 3 years

Children must be accompanied by an 
adult.

Groups (school, after school clubs, 
etc.) welcome, booking required

Information
04 77 33 33 99
lacabane@citedudesign.com
Instagram: @cabane_du_design

Booking
04 77 33 33 99 
reservation@citedudesign.com

practical 
information

La PlatineLa Cabane
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